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	Prague, Czech Republic
12th  – 14th November 2013
New Building of the National Museum 

Vinohradská 1, Prague 1


International conference on the theme of 
Muzeum a změna IV / The Museum and Change IV
The role of museum documentation of the present is not only of the primary importance but first of all it conditions fundamentally the new social function of museums. 
 Z. Z. Stránský

... in autumn of this year the Czech Association of Museums and Galleries in cooperation with other entities prepares the fourth international conference called 
Muzeum a změna IV / The Museum and Change IV. Previous years in 2002, 2005 and 2009, tried to answer many questions on museum activities and everyday practice – How have the organizational conditions, collecting activities and approach of museums to their visitors changed? How to educate newly the incoming generation of museum employees? How may the volunteers engage in museum activities? How do the professional organizations affect the museum work? What is the museum role in the modern society? The third meeting organized in 2009 on the occasion of the chairmanship of the Czech Republic in the Council of the European Union meant the great interest of the museum public in themes as construction and restoration of museum buildings, creation of new expositions and exhibitions, marketing and lobbing, economy and culture, digitization and protection of movable cultural heritage. In the fourth conference we will continue the themes of previous meetings and focus on what has changed in museum institutions during more than three years and what is currently going on there. 
The main theme of our meeting will be the documentation of the present in all fields and aspects of museum work. 
We will concentrate also on presentation of new and latest history and dailiness of the twentieth or particularly twenty-first century …
The conference called Muzeum a změna IV / The Museum and Change IV is already the fourth occasion for the museum employees, pedagogues, students, representatives of museums and galleries establishers etc. to meet. Our intention is to make these conferences the regular meetings over the topical themes concerning museums, their visitors and everyday practice. The theme of the documentation of the present will unite all five planned conference blocks and it will surely provoke many questions and the need for searching answers – What does it mean actually the musealisation of the present? How is it possible to document the present? How to present it? What criteria shall be chosen at acquisition activities? Looking abroad, we find out that we are not the only ones solving this theme. Therefore the foreign guests, who will share with us their experience in this field, will participate in the conference. 

We should pass from the introductory theoretical defining of the theme to the purely practical areas.
The aim of our meeting should be the possibility to confront the opinions on functioning of the museum community, to introduce new trends of museology development in Europe and overseas, to provide the room for international discussion on further development and heading of museums, to share experience and inspire one another, to respond not only to the main theme of the conference – documentation of the present ...

	Target audience
	professionals
museum employees, in particular from the Central Europe (the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Poland, Hungary, Croatia, Slovenia, Austria, Germany), extending to all other European states or overseas ...

university pedagogues and students 

in particular of the subjects of museology, cultural studies, history, art history, archaeology, ethnology, cultural anthropology, architecture...

interdisciplinary 

sociologists and agencies, which engaged in the researches in the museum sector in the past; pedagogues; architect’s offices, which worked on museum buildings or which realize installations …

journalists

journalists from the field of culture and society ...

representatives of political life, state administration and self-government 

cultural and educational divisions/committees of the parliament, senate, governors of individual regions, representatives of museums and galleries establishers ...

	
	

	Theme blocks
	Muzeum a změna IV / The Museum and Change IV conference will be divided into five theme blocks: 

	
	I. Documentation of the Present – Introduction

	
	What is the musealisation of the present? Is the theoretical or terminological definition of this theme absolutely clear for the museum institutions? How can the present be documented? What methods of work should be used? What will the role of museums be in the globalized world in relation to documentation of our present? Is there any difference between the approach to this issue in European countries or overseas and in the Czech Republic? What are the prospects of regional museums and will their role and functioning change in the present society? Is it the documentation of the so-called great history or dailiness? 

	
	

	
	II. Behind the Museum Walls 

	
	What criteria should be chosen at acquisition activities? Do the museums add the items from our present to their collections and what key do they use at selecting them? How to avoid the possible unification of collections of individual museums? What is collected in fact and in what numbers? How to take care of the collection items of the present? How to deposit them taking into account for example the constancy of used materials? How do the curators of the natural science and humanistic branches approach the acquisitions from the present? Is the necessary to define SAMDOK in the Czech environment or the standards of museum work in relation to the documentation of the present?

	
	

	
	III. Places of Education and Enjoyment 

	
	Museum educational activities as the important support and part of education? How much are the programs of museum institutions included in modern history teaching? Use of museums for training of pedagogues. Did the education reform in the Czech Republic bring new possibilities for cooperation of museums and schools / schools and museums? Do the new projects concerning the history of the 20th century or particularly intermediation of events after 1989, arise? How do the museums respond to the demographic changes of the society? New offers to the specific groups of visitors – special programs for families with children, senior citizens, people with disabilities, minorities … 

	
	

	
	IV. When Budgets Are Not Sufficient 

	
	Museum – how much does it cost? Museums and culture financing in the period of economic crisis? Have the museum acquisition activities changed – have the number of donations, patrons, sponsors increased? How many items are acquired by collecting, by donating, how many items were bought? How to foster philanthropy in museum work? How to take care of the donators? Do the museums use more volunteer work? Management for the 21st century from the point of view of museology; development of cultural sources and capital; importance of culture for economy, culture as the competitive advantage. 

	
	

	
	V. Let’s Present and Interpret 

	
	What are the new possibilities of cultural heritage interpretation? How to use information technologies for presentation of museum collections of the present? Digitized record versus real collection item? How does the work of museum with the visitor develop? Virtual reality and changes in mode of perception from the point of view of the present population. Modern forms of exhibition presentation, museum organization of exhibitions of the future and use of modern technologies. Importance of the face-to-face contact, museum communication and impact of a museum on the public.

	
	

	Conference organizers
	Czech Association of Museum and Galleries, Ministry of Culture of the Czech Republic, National Museum, Czech ICOM Committee, Masaryk University – Mendel Museum

	
	

	Cooperating organization
	Department of Ethnology and Museology, Faculty of Arts, Comenius University in Bratislava

	
	

	Official language
	Czech and Slovak / English (simultaneous interpreting)

	
	

	Conference secretariat
	Czech Association of Museum and Galleries

Jindřišská 901/5, 2nd stairway, 110 00  Prague 1 – New Town, Czech Republic

tel. +420 224 210 037–9, fax +420 224 210 047

e-mail: amg@cz-museums.cz; http://www.cz-museums.cz 

	
	

	Conference date
	conference days: 12th – 14th November 2013 

	
	

	Conference course
	Five conference blocks with papers and panel discussion. Poster presentations. 
The detailed program with organizational instructions will be sent to the participants after the deadline of the 2nd circular.

	
	

	Instructions for contribution authors 
	Interested persons may register for having presentation with the contribution to the extent maximally of 15 min. We would hereby like to ask the speakers to deliver the title of their papers, brief theses and curriculum vitae within the 1st circular. We would like to notify that it is necessary to present the printed text of the contribution for the needs of the translators at the latest one week before the conference opening (till 4th November 2013). The organizers reserve the right to refuse the contributions, which have no connection with the conference theme or to shorten the time period for the contribution presenting. Presented papers will be published in the conference anthology in 2014. It is possible to report on results of museum work or outputs of interesting projects also by poster presentations placed in the vestibule of the conference rooms.

	
	

	Outputs
	Czech-English anthology, website

	
	

	Manner of registration
	1st circular (until 15th July 2013)

2nd circular (from announcing to 30th September 2013)

Registration forms will be sent to museums by mail and by e-mail too. 
The form is placed on the website of the Czech Association of Museum and Galleries http://www.cz-museums.cz. 

	
	

	Registration fee
	CZK 900 / per person = for members of the Czech Association of Museums and Galleries, for members of the Czech ICOM Committee, employees of the organizers and members of the Union of Museums in Slovakia and the Slovak ICOM Committee
discount for the persons registered within the 1st circular – CZK 700 / per person, discount for the persons registered within the 2nd circular – CZK 800 / per person
EUR 100 / per person = for other participants of the conference
discount for the persons registered within the 1st circular – EUR 80 / per person, discount for the persons registered within the 2nd circular – EUR 90 / per person
CZK 300 / per person = for students of an attendance studying on universities and higher schools
the amount of the registration fee for students is common to all circular
The registration fees shall be sent on the account of the Czech Association of Museum of Galleries, GE Money Bank, account No. 2233905504/0600, SWIFT code: AGBACZPP, IBAN account format: CZ6206000000002233905504 (please mention ID No. of the institution as the variable symbol) or they can be paid in cash at the attendance. The registration fee includes conference registration, conference organizational costs, conference materials, interpreting and refreshment during the meeting. Travel expenses and accommodation are settled by the conference participants.

	
	

	Preliminary time schedule of conference

	12th November 2013, Tuesday, New Building of the National Museum, Great Conference Hall

	8.00 a.m.–10.00 a.m.
	Registration of participants

	10.00 a.m.
	Common conference opening ceremony

	10.30 a.m.–1.00 p.m.
	Block I of the meeting: Documentation of the Present – Introduction

	1.00 p.m.–2.00 p.m.
	Lunch break 
	
	

	2.00 p.m.–6.00 p.m.
	Block II of the meeting: Behind the Museum Walls

	6.00 p.m.
	Closing of the 1st day of the meeting, lodging

	

	13th November 2013, Wednesday

	9.00. a.m.–1.00 p.m.
	Block III of the meeting: Places of Education and Enjoyment

	1.00 p.m.–2.00 p.m.
	Lunch break
	
	

	2.00 p.m.–4.00 p.m.
	Block IV of the meeting: When Budgets Are Not Sufficient

	4.00 p.m.–6.00 p.m.
	Tours of the Prague museums and galleries

	4.00 p.m.–6.00 p.m.
	Student section of the Museum and Change IV conference : Museum, museology and students
Lecture hall H, New Building of the National Museum, přednáškový sál H, Národní odní Moravy






























































	8.00 p.m.
	Evening soirée – meeting of the conference participants in the National Museum – Czech Museum of Music

	
	
	
	

	14th November 2013, Thursday
	
	

	9.00 a.m.–12.00 noon
	Block V of the meeting: Let’s Present and Interpret

	12.00 noon –1.00 p.m.
	Final common meeting of conference participants and conference closing ceremony 
	

	
	
	


PAGE  
4

