
 

 

 

International academic conference  

Museum in the Intellectual Context of the Period  
 

15–16 November 2019 

Saint Petersburg 

Peter the Great Museum of Anthropology and Ethnography (Kunstkamera) of the Russian 

Academy of Sciences in cooperation with the Department of Museum Studies and Heritage Conservation 

of the Saint Petersburg State University and ICOM Russia organizes an academic conference on the 

occasion of the 305th anniversary of the establishment of Kunstkamera and the 300th anniversary of the 

opening of Kunstkamera’s first exhibition in the Kikin Hall which took place in 1719. The conference 

aims to discuss the phenomenon of the creation of museum as an element of cultural life and an integral 

part of the intellectual context of the period.  

The complexity and uniqueness of museum as a cultural phenomenon can be traced on several 

levels. On the one hand, being a form of culture, museum reflects its basic paradigms and contributes to 

their development.  On the other, more than any other institution of memory, museum and its collections 

bear the imprints of personalities who appear to be connected to it one way or other. The conference seeks 

to discuss both common patterns and case studies of this interrelation between the general and the 

particular in the history of museum studies with a special focus on the crucial moment in a museum’s 

history which is its creation. The issues of the genesis of museum as an institution, as well as of its 

departments, collections and early theoretical studies in museology will be brought up.   

The participants of the conference are invited to discuss these issues focusing on the following 

problems:  

- The creation of museum: the demand of the period  vs. a cultural gesture; 

- Receptions of museum studies theory at the critical times of the national history; 

- Museum collections as knowledge systems and the portraits of collectors; 

- Museum and its audiences in the context of cultural history. 

We welcome museum and university workers dealing with the issues of cultural history, museum 

studies and museology to participate in the conference.  

Please submit the abstracts before 15 September 2019 to: seminar_100@mail.ru  

There is no conference fee. The participants are expected to secure their own funding to cover 

transportation and accommodation expenses. The time limit for each presentation is 15 minutes. 



The materials of the conference will be published in the journal Museum―Monument―Heritage 

sponsored by ICOM Russia as well as in the journal Kunstkamera published by Peter the Great Museum 

of Anthropology and Ethnography (Kunstkamera). 

 

Organizing Committee  

Vitaliy G. Ananiev, 
PhD, Senior Lecturer, Dpt. of Museum Studies and Heritage Conservation, SPbSU 
 
Natalia P. Kopaneva, 
PhD, Chief Curator, Museum of Anthropology and Ethnography (Kunstkamera), RAS 
 

 

 


