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The National Museum of American History, the largest and most popular history museum in the United States, is a unit of the Smithsonian Institution.  When it opened in 1964, it was called the Museum of History and Technology in recognition of its outstanding scientific and technological collections. In 1980, the United States Congress changed the name to the National Museum of American History to acknowledge the broader scope of the collections and programs. The museum occupies a central location on the National Mall in Washington, D. C. and attracts more than 3 million visitors each year.  


In 2006, the Museum closed its doors for an extensive renovation that addressed a number of functional and aesthetic problems. These problems were identified through various evaluations that took place from 1998 to 2002 including:

 

1. an assessment of the condition of the museum’s infrastructure

2. the need for interior architectural 

3. conservation and display of the Star-Spangled Banner flag

 


In cooperation with the architectural firm of Skidmore, Owings, and Merrill, the museum selected          a design for architectural renovation that included:

 

1. a sky-lit atrium with a public square for performances and programs

2. a central staircase connecting the first and second floors

3. removal of interior walls to open sight lines for 

4. a welcome center for information and ticket purchases

5. landmark objects reinforcing themes in each museum section

6. artifact walls on the first and second floors

7. new lobby for auditorium

8. new invention and innovation gallery

9. a new gallery for the Star-Spangled Banner

 


These architectural renovations were integrated with the replacement of major infrastructure (mechanical; electrical; plumbing; life safety; elevators) and with other construction such as perimeter security and energy conservation.  


The core projects of the renovation cost $85 million of which $40 million came from private sources. The total investment in the museum during this period has been $125 million.


The physical alteration of the museum has been matched by an intellectual and programmatic transformation. The museum is now presenting the collection in a more contextual framework. For example, the Star-Spangled Banner gallery includes more historical background that provides visitors with an understanding about why this flag was such an important symbol in the formative years of the United States; why it became     a national treasure; and how the Smithsonian has preserved this flag over the past century. The gallery exhibition concludes with a montage of images that demonstrate how the American flag has become a symbol of celebration and protest throughout our history.


Another important change that is underway is the presentation of history in large format thematic exhibitions that offer a chronological approach. Recent exhibitions on the American Presidency, transportation, and military history are examples of this new approach.


Finally, the museum has borrowed techniques of historic sites and historic house museums such as living history demonstrators; costumed guides; and first person interpreters to enliven the public space of the museum.  


These changes along with additions and upgrades to our web sites demonstrate a recognition that the museum belongs to our visitors from around the country. They are coming to the National Museum of American History seeking a deeper understanding of American identity – what it means to be an American. Our responsibility as an institution is to educate, engage, and inspire our visitors as well as to preserve the collections that are entrusted to our care. 

 

Resumé
Národní muzeum americké historie spravované Smithsonian Institution se znovu otevřelo pro veřejnost 21. listopadu 2008, po více než dvou letech rozsáhlé renovace. Cílem tohoto projektu bylo výrazně změnit vnitřní architekturu a poskytnout návštěvníkům světlejší, otevřenější a přátelštější prostředí.  Dalším cílem bylo vytvořit novou galerii pro Star-Spangled Banner, vlajku, která inspirovala Francise Scotta Keye k napsání písně, která se stala národní hymnou Spojených států. Třetí součástí renovace bylo vyměnit zastarávající infrastrukturu, jako například mechanické a elektrické systémy, výtahy, toalety a další zařízení sloužící návštěvníkům.

Se stejnou důležitostí jako při fyzické přeměně se muzeum pustilo i do přeměny intelektuální, která nabízí nové prezentace muzejních sbírek a nové způsoby přemýšlení o americké historii. Výstavami
a programy o politických, vojenských, sociálních, ekonomických a kulturních dějinách muzeum přitáhne miliony návštěvníků – přímo na místě i on-line – a nabídne jim významná témata o americké identitě a americkém snu. 

 

